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Bradlaugh's Atheism such men as Mr. Gladstone isso.
and Mr. Bright, who supported him for reasons
of equity in spite of his opinions. With the con-
spicuous exception of Mr. Parnell, almost every
Irish Member voted against the right of a con-
stituency to choose its own Member. By both
sides of the House Mr. Bradlaugh was treated
with unchristian discourtesy, and heard in dead
silence whenever he spoke. In politics he was a
Radical of the old school, and there were few
stronger opponents of Socialism in England. But
he had written an Impeachment of the House of
Brunswick, and for selling an American pamphlet
on checks to over-population a Middlesex jury
had found him guilty of what the law called an
obscene libel. He was, therefore, on moral as well
as religious grounds, obnoxious to men who knew
nothing of him except his public career.1

The debates on Mr. Bradlaugh's case revealed
the existence, and stimulated the activity, of a new
Parliamentary group. Lord Randolph Churchill, The ro
younger son of the Duke of Marlborough, and aity'
Member for the family borough of Woodstock;
Sir Henry Drummond Wolff, who had been Com-
missioner in Eastern Roumelia under the Treaty of
Berlin; and Mr. Gorst, Member for Chatham, an
able lawyer without much practice, who before his
election had been political agent to the Conserva-
tives, formed themselves into a close confederacy.
Loyal to Lord Beaconsfield, they distrusted the
prudent moderation of their nominal Leader in the
House of Commons, Sir Stafford North cote, whom
they treated much as Mr* Parnell and Mr, Biggar
had treated Mr. Butt They received occasional

1 His conviction had been set aside for technical reasons, which did
not affect the merits of the case. It added to his offence in many
people's eyes that a lady, Mrs. Besant, had co-operated, and been con-
victed, with him. Bat the jury had expressed an opinion that their
motives were honest and innocent.